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Structure of Revelation 20 
 

• Satan Bound and the Millennial Reign of Christ (v.1-6)  

• Satan Defeated (v.7-10) 

• Final Judgment (v.11-15) 
 

Three Main Views of the Millennium 
 

1. Premillennialism  

• Holds to a particular future sequence of events  

о A seven-year period of tribulation   

о The Second Coming of Christ during which Satan will be bound 

о The Physical Resurrection of Christians who have died, and who will 

rule the earth with Christ for 1000 years.  

о The release of Satan at the end of the 1000 years and his defeat.  

о The resurrection and final judgment of the rest of the humanity.  

• Historical Premillennialism 

• Dispensational Premillennialism 

• Literal, futurist reading of Revelation 
 

2. Amillennialism 

• Millennium is the Church age—we are already in the millennium. 

• Jesus’ first coming bound Satan. 

• The Kingdom and reign of Jesus in the Church age is spiritual. 

• Symbolic, idealist reading of Revelation. 
 

3. Postmillennialism 

• Christ returns after 1000 years, which occurs in the Church age. 

• The Gospel transforms every domain of human life during the Church 
age. 

• Mostly symbolic reading of Revelation, with either a preterist approach 
or historicist approach. 

To glorify God by being disciples in a disciple-making community of Jesus Christ. 
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Strengths and Weaknesses of the Three Views 

 

In Essentials Unity, In Non-Essentials Liberty, In All Things Charity (Rupertus 
Meldenius) 
 

Four Essentials of Revelation 20 and Their Implications 
 

1. Jesus is already reigning as King of Kings (c.f. Rev. 1:5, 5:13). We can have 
confidence that we are under the protection and authority of King Jesus.  

 

2. Satan is bound (Col. 2:15, Heb. 2:14) but still active in this world. We need not 
fear the devil but must be on guard against him. 

 

3. Jesus will return, defeat his enemies and usher in a new heaven and new earth. 
We must live in the light of his impending return. 

 

4. All will be judged. We need to pair our faith with deeds. We need to evangelise 
the lost. 

 

Additional Resources 

• https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/views-of-the-millennium 

• What is the Millennial Reign of Christ in Revelation 20? (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEUtpIvjexU) 

 Strengths Weaknesses 

Premillennialism • Clear sense of end times. 
• Reminds us that no institution 

can create the perfect society. 
• Looks forward to Christ’s return. 

• Poses problems for our understanding 
of other parts of Scripture (e.g. Matt. 25, 
1 Cor. 15). 

•  Over-emphasis on rapture leads to 
passivity in carrying out the creation 
mandate to care for this earth. 

Amillennialism • Seems the better way to 
understand apocalyptic literature 
and provides greater harmony 
with other NT end time accounts. 

• Affirms the reign of Christ even 
when it is not seen physically. 

• Strong focus on the building of 
the Church. 

• May not treat the reality behind the 
symbols with seriousness (e.g. sin and 
evil, imminent return of Christ). 

• May also not take creation mandate 
seriously as Christ’s spiritual reign means 
there is less of a need to engage in 
earthly systems. 

Postmillennialism • Great optimism and belief in the 
power of the Gospel and the 
Holy Spirit in this present age. 

• Takes creation mandate seriously. 
• Take evangelism and missions 

more seriously. 

• Optimism leads to not taking evil, sin, 
suffering in the age seriously. 

• Does not look forward to the imminent 
return of Christ as much since things are 
already so good before his return. 
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