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2 QUESTIONS

What is God saying to you through 

His Word today?

What will you do about it?



Revelation 17:1-6

1 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls 
came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the 
punishment of the great prostitute, who sits by many 
waters. 2 With her the kings of the earth committed 
adultery, and the inhabitants of the earth were 
intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries.”

3 Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a 
wilderness. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet 
beast that was covered with blasphemous names and 
had seven heads and ten horns.



Revelation 17:1-6

4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and 
was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. 
She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with 
abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 5 
The name written on her forehead was a mystery:

BABYLON THE GREAT
THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

6 I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of 
God’s holy people, the blood of those who bore 
testimony to Jesus.



Unpacking the vision 

The prostitute with the long name

“BABYLON THE GREAT,

THE MOTHER OF 

PROSTITUTES

AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS 

OF THE EARTH.”



Unpacking the vision 

The prostitute with the long name

The prostitute is the great city

“The woman you saw is the 

great city that rules over the 

kings of the earth.”

Rev 17:18



Unpacking the vision 

The prostitute with the long name

The prostitute is the great city

The woman is drunk

“ I saw that the woman was 

drunk with the blood of 

God’s holy people, the blood 

of those who bore testimony 

to Jesus”

Rev 17:6



Unpacking the vision 

The prostitute with the long name

The prostitute is the great city

The woman is drunk

The inhabitants of the earth, the 
nations and the merchants 

“…the inhabitants of the 

earth were intoxicated…” -

Rev 17:2

“…the merchants of the earth 

grew rich from her excessive 

luxuries.” - Rev 18:3



Unpacking the vision 

The prostitute with the long name

The prostitute is the great city

The woman is drunk

The inhabitants of the earth, the 
nations and the merchants 

The influence and power of the city 

“The waters you saw, where 

the prostitute sits, are 

peoples, multitudes, nations 

and languages.”

Rev 17:15



Unpacking the vision 

The prostitute with the long name

The prostitute is the great city

The woman is drunk

The inhabitants of the earth, the 
nations and the merchants 

The influence and power of the city 

The city on seven hills

“The seven heads are 

seven hills on which the 

woman sits.”

Rev 17:15



IS ROME BABYLON? 
YES!



Rome is where “…all the horrible and 

shameful things in the world 

congregate and find a home”

- Tacitus -



IS ROME BABYLON? 
WELL, NO…



a codeword “for humanity seeking 

to build a city without God.”

- Darrell Johnson

a “system of godlessness that leads 

people away from the worship of 

God and to their own destruction.”

- Robert Mounce

BABYLON 
IS…



ARE WE IN BABYLON?

Gross inequalities of wealth (Rev 18:3)



ARE WE IN BABYLON?

Gross inequalities of wealth (Rev 18:3)

Godless and single-minded pursuit of 
wealth (Rev 18:11)



ARE WE IN BABYLON?

Gross inequalities of wealth (Rev 18:3)

Godless and single-minded pursuit of 
wealth (Rev 18:11)

Sensuality and sexual immorality (Rev 
17:2,4; Rev 18:3,9)



OUR RESPONSE

DON’T GIVE UP RESISTING THE 

INFLUENCE OF BABYLON,

AND DON’T BE AFRAID

Babylon will fall, and quickly.

Rev 17:16, Rev 18:8,10

The Lamb will conquer as the 

Lord of lords and King of kings.

Rev 17:14



OUR RESPONSE

COME OUT!

“‘Come out of her, my people,’

so that you will not share in 

her sins, so that you will not 

receive any of her plagues.”

Rev 18:4



OUR RESPONSE

COME OUT!

BE IN THE CITY BUT NOT OF 

THE CITY.

“‘Come out of her, my people,’

so that you will not share in 

her sins, so that you will not 

receive any of her plagues.”

Rev 18:4



OUR RESPONSE

COME OUT!

BE IN THE CITY BUT NOT OF 

THE CITY.

START SMALL.

“‘Come out of her, my people,’

so that you will not share in 

her sins, so that you will not 

receive any of her plagues.”

Rev 18:4


